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SUBJECT: MALACCA STRAITS: TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME AND 
POLLUTION PREVENTION 

REF: (A) SINGAPORE 1340 
(B) SINGAPORE 818 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. ARTICLE IN STRAITS TIMES OF APRIL 15 
INDICATES THAT INDONESIA MAY SOON BE PRESSING SINGAPORE AND 
MALAYSIA FOR FORWARD MOVEMENT ON REGIMES TO SEPARATE TRAFFIC 
AND PREVENT OIL POLLUTION IN MALACCA STRAITS. PRESS REPORT, 
BASED ON APRIL 14 STATEMENT BY SPOKESMAN OF INDONESIAN EMBASSY 
HERE, STATED THAT PRESIDENT SUHARTO HAD ORDERED INDONESIAN 
COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY TO FORMULATE NEW PROPOLALS DESIGNED 
TO PREVENT OIL POLLUTION IN MALACCA STRAITS RESULTING 
FROM MISHAPS INVOLVING SUPER TANKERS. CATALYST FOR THIS 
INDONESIAN ACTION APPARENTLY WAS GROUNDING LAST WEEK OF SHELL 
213,000 DWT SUPER TANKER "MYSELLA" WHICH STRUCK UNCHARTED REEF 
SOUTH OF ST. JOHN'S ISLAND CAUSING FAIRLY EXTENSIVE OIL POLLUTION 
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SOURCE CITED BY PRESS REPORT, JAKARTA TEAM EXPECTED IN SIN 
GAPORE IN NEAR FUTURE TO EXPLAIN INDONESIAN PROPOSALS TO APPRO- 
PRIATE GOS OFFICIALS. 

2. IN OBVIOUS REFERENCE TO STRAITS' TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME, 
STRAITS TIMES ATTRIBUTES TO AN UNSPECIFIED JAKARTA 

SOURCE AN ALLEGED SUHARTO ORDER THAT GOI RESUME TRIPARTITE 
NEGOTIATIONS ON PASSAGE OF OIL TANKERS THROUGH MALACCA 
STRAITS. IN THIS CONNECTION, INDONESIAN EMBASSY OFFICIAL 
HERE WAS REPORTED AS SAYING THAT INDONESIAN COMMUNICATIONS 
MINISTER SALIM POINTED OUT AFTER "MYSELLA" INCIDENT, THAT GOI 
PROPOSALS CALLED FOR LIMITING PASSAGE THROUGH STRAITS 
TO TANKERS HAVING MAXIMUM CAPACITY OF 200,000 DWT. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

3. BEGIN L.O.U. COMMENT: NEW PROPOSALS ON POLLUTION 
REFERRED TO IN LOCAL PRESS REPORT MAY BE IDENTICAL TO MUCH 
RUMORED INDONESIAN MARINE POLLUTION LAW (REF. A). 

SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO UPPER LIMIT OF 200,000 DWT AS INDONESIAN 
POSITION ON TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME MAY MERELY BE REITERATION 
OF PREVIOUS GOI STANCE. ALTERNATIVELY, IT COULD REFLECT HAR- 
DENING OF INDONESIAN VIEWS OR BE NEGOTIATING GAMBIT DESIGNED 
TO PRESSURE SINGAPORE INTO ACCEPTING FOUR METER UNDER KEEL 
CLEARANCE LIMIT WHICH INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA HAD BEEN HOLDING 
OUT FOR IN NEGOTIATIONS LAST YEAR. END L.O. U. 

HOLDRIDGE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WATER POLLUTION CONTROLS, LEGISLATIVE BILLS, STRAITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SINGAP01862 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 42-0904 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760457/aaaabwjh.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 SINGAPORE 1340 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <25 MAY 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <20 SEP 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MALACCA STRAITS: TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME AND POLLUTION PREVENTION 
TAGS: PLOS, EWWT, SN, ID, MY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



